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Superintendent Profile 
 

After receiving his B.S. of Agronomy from Penn State in 1992, 

Brian Ahrens spent two years at Galen Hall Golf Club before 

arriving at the Reading Country Club in March of 1994 as the 

assistant superintendent. Named the interim superintendent in 

August of the same year, he was promoted to the full time su-

perintendent position in January 1995 and holds the same posi-

tion today.  

 

He married his wife Christy in September of 1995 and over the 

next few years welcomed three children; Hunter, Maryn, and 

Tucker. Aside from the busy family life, Brian enjoys hunting, 

playing golf and taking in the occasional rock concert.  

May Meeting 
Joint Meeting with Pocono TGA 

  

Reading Country Club 
5311 Perkiomen Avenue 

Reading, PA 19606 
  
 

Wednesday, May 11, 2016 
 

Dr. Mike Fidanza - Speaker - 11:00 AM 

Lunch - 11:45 AM 

Golf - 1:00 PM Shotgun 

Appetizers/Cash Bar - following Golf 
 

 There will be a CPGCSA Board of Directors Meeting  

at 9:00 AM. 

Golf Course Profile 
 

The Reading Country Club was formed in 1922 and began con-

struction in 1923 under the design of early American architect 

Alexander Findlay of Scotland. Known as the father of Ameri-

can Golf, Findlayôs brush would stroke many layouts during 

the same era of great course design. Despite the age of the 

course, Reading still boasts one of Findlayôs most intact lay-

outs. 

 

Over the years, especially mid-century, Reading was one of the 

premier clubs outside of Philadelphia, hosting several profes-

sional tournaments and even a Ryder Cup Challenge match in 

1953.  The tight fairways, rolling hills and postage stamp 

greens have challenged the gameôs best including Snead, Mid-

dlecoff, and former Reading Pro Byron Nelson. Notable locals 

Chip Lutz and Betsy King also played many of their early 

rounds at Reading CC. 

 

A true ñshot-makersò course, Reading measures a mere 6,162 

yards from the tips, but itsô forced carries and lengthy par 3ôs 

can challenge even the best golfers. A true pleasure to play for 

the wise golfer who stays in the fairway and below the pins, 

The Reading Country Club is a jewel of early American golf. 

Meeting Sponsored by: 

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=5311+Perkiomen+Avenue%2c+Reading%2c+PA+19606&sll=37.0625%2c-95.677068&sspn=41.682395%2c92.8125&ie=UTF8&z=16
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=5311+Perkiomen+Avenue%2c+Reading%2c+PA+19606&sll=37.0625%2c-95.677068&sspn=41.682395%2c92.8125&ie=UTF8&z=16
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President 

Chad R. Oxenreider  

Galen Hall Country Club 

717-484-2523 

grnsmower@aol.com 

 

Vice President 

Brian L. Ahrens  

Reading Country Club 

610-779-8888 

Brian@readingcountryclub.com 

 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Stuart Hartman 

Lederach Golf Club 

215-513-9877 

shartman@lederachgolfclub.com 

 

Past President/Social 

Alan FitzGerald  

LedgeRock Golf Club 

610-777-9890 

alan@ledgerockgolf.com 

 

 

Directors 

Cody Frederick - 2018 

LedgeRock Golf Club 

610-777-9890 

chody87@yahoo.com 

 

Jeff Green - 2019 

Carlisle Barracks Golf Course 

jeffreygreen2011@yahoo.com 

   

John Long - 2017   

The Links at Gettysburg 

443-643-5050 

psuturf@yahoo.com 

 

Kevin Skarbek - 2018 

Berkshire Country Club 

610-374-2952 

kevinskarbek@yahoo.com 

 

Patrick Michener - 2019 

Country Club of York 

717-846-9522 

pmichener@ccyork.org 

 

Affiliate 

Thomas Mahute 

tmahute@fisherandson.com 

 

Executive Director/Newsletter Editor 

Wanda S. Fry 

717- 279-0368 

cpgcsa@hotmail.com 

 

PAST PRESIDENTS 
George Morris 

Ed Tabor 

Riley E. Heckert 

Richard T. Funk 

Harry L. Latshaw 

Daniel L. Snowberger 

Charles A. Barley 

Richard Wilt 

Fred N. Baker 

Richard J. Suttles 
John J. Boyd 

Y. Lewis Payson 

C. William Black, CGCS 

Dwight H. Brubaker 

Byron F. Knoll 

Michael Wilt 

Charles H. Cadiz, CGCS 

Kenneth R. Dietrich, CGCS 

Michael C. Hair 

Cameron G. Henderson 

James N. MacLaren 

David P. Portz, CGCS 
John P. McCormick 

David C. Weitzel, CGCS 

Fred Heinlen 

Terry L. Wueschinski, CGCS 

Greg Borzok 

Gregory C. Fantuzzi, CGCS 

James W. Jones 

William G. Wall 

Robert Beyer, CGCS 

Jeffrey L. Fry, CGCS 

John A Chassard 
David M. Rafferty 

Anthony P. Goodley, CGCS 

Samuel R. Snyder, CGCS 

John Dougherty 

H. Jim Loke, CGCS 

John L. Gehman 

Theodore S. Zabrenski 

Thomas C. Ocepek, CGCS 

Daniel W. Achenbach 

William E. Brooks 

William P. Ramsey 

Faron J. Stoops 
John M. Colo 

Daniel Brickley 

Matthew W. Strader 

Stephen J. Ludwig, CGCS 

Faron J. Stoops 

Barry Bollinger 

Rebecca Matis Clark 

Alan FitzGerald 

Presidentôs Message 
 

I have finally found the time to write my fist Presidentôs message.  Is it me?  Or does it seem like 2 

weeks ago we were shoveling out from that giant blizzard in January?   Now all of sudden weôre 

into our pre-emergence programs and fertilizing and spraying and mowing stuff?  As I get older, 

time slips by faster and faster.   The value of time is constantly increasing, compiling our list of 

things to do that seems to grow longer and longer.   

 

I would like to congratulate the newly elected Board of Directors, and thank them for taking the 

time to help and serve on the Board.  Thanks to Alan for navigating us through 2 more years as 

President, and continuing to actively help out as Past President.    

 

We look forward to a great meeting at Reading Country Club this month.  Brian has been preparing 

for this event for months now.  I donôt mean rolling greens and trimming creekséé.éI mean heôs 

been spending his lunch breaks on the driving range!   If I know Brian, his greens have probably 

been aerated three times already this year, so they should be nice and healthy by the time we play! 

 

Iôm going to set some time aside to attend the May meeting.   Hopefully you all will as well. 

 

See you soon, 

 

Chad    

May is First Green Month 
 

April 28, 2016 ï May is First Green month, and golf courses across the U.S. and Canada are hosting 

local schools for First Green STEM* field trips. 

In a First Green field trip, golf course superintendents host students where they test water quality, col-

lect soil samples, identify plants, design plantings, and calculate the square footage of parts of the golf 

course that the superintendents deal with every day. The students 

are also introduced to playing golf. 

Golf course superintendents need to be highly-trained in STEM 

to manage their golf courses; they share this knowledge with 

teachers and students, showing real world applications that in-

spire student interest in STEM, while exposing them to the game 

of golf. 

¶ STEM = Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 

 

WHAT IS FIRST GREEN? 

First Green is an innovative environmental and STEM education 

outreach program using golf courses as environmental learning 

labs. Golf course superintendents and/or local golf course repre-

sentatives host students on field trips where they test water quali-

ty, collect soil samples, identify plants, design plantings, assist in 

stream bed restoration and are involved in the ecology and envi-

ronmental aspects of the golf course. The students are also introduced to many other aspects of golf. A 

tax-exempt non-profit, First Green was founded in the State of Washington in 1997 and is expanding 

nationally. 

SUPPORTERS 

Supporters of First Green include the United States Golf Association (USGA), Golf Course Superinten-

dents Association of America (GCSAA), Washington State Golf Association, Pacific Northwest Golf 

Association, the Northwest Turfgrass Association, Western Washington Golf Course Superintendents 

Association, Western Canada Turfgrass Association, local golf clubs, public and private school sys-

tems, and individual contributors who assist the organization through monetary grants and participation 

in field trips. 
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        Membership News 
      
We would like to welcome the following individuals into our 

association.  

 

 Christopher Bender ............................. Class C 

 Assistant Superintendent, Chambersburg CC 

  

 Bill Corcoran ................................... Class AF 

 Sales Manager, Lawn and Golf Supply Company 

 

 Joey Filippini ................................... Class FM 

 Superintendent, Golden Oaks Golf Club 

 

 Benjamin Gotwalt ............................... Class C 

 Assistant Superintendent, Hershey Country Club 

 

 Brandon Snyder .................................. Class C 

 Assistant Superintendent, Berkshire Country Club 

 

 Brady Pnacek ...................................... Class C 

 Assistant Superintendent, Hershey Country Club 

  

 Samuel Yoder ..................................... Class C 

 Assistant Superintendent, Hershey Country Club 

      
  

     If you know of anyone who is interested in membership 

into the association, please have them contact Wanda at 717-

279-0368. 
 

 Membership information is also available  

on the Central Penn website at:  

www.cpgcsa.org 

An informal survey was conducted among Central and 

Eastern Pennsylvania golf course superintendents in fall 

2015. Many issues are out of the control or influence of 

golf course superintendents.  Here is what they had to say. 

 

 Top 5 Issues in 2015  
1. Labor (availability, training, employee morale) 

2. Budget 

3. Weather (weather extremes, too wet/too dry) 

4. Pests: diseases ð dollar spot, brown patch, summer 

patch weeds ð crabgrass insects ð annual bluegrass 

weevil 

5. Plant physiology: winter injury, ice damage, winterkill, 

summer stress, water conservation and water use 

 

Top 5 Things Youôd Like Turf Students to Know 

1. Personnel management, people skills, how to work with/

deal with people, politics of working with golf course 

committees, communication skills, work ethics 

2. Equipment maintenance 

3. Finance and budgets, and managing golfer expectations 

vs. golf course turf maintenance 

4. How to anticipate environmental stress, how to hand-

water/syringe, turf disease ID, more realistic work experi-

ence on golf courses or in the turf industry 

5. Spanish language 

 

What You Would Change About Your Profession 

1. Better work/life balance, hours and pay, job security, re-

tirement plan 

2. Change golfer expectations, educate golfers (about turf 

agronomics), realistic golfer demands and expectations 

3. More golfers 

4. More respect for the superintendent as an important em-

ployee of the golf course 

5. Less emphasis on green speed  

 

Update submitted by Michael Fidanza, Ph.D., Professor of 

Plant and Soil Science, Penn State University. 

Pennsylvania Turfgrass Winter Edition, Volume 5, No. 1 

Important Golf Turf Issues From 2015 

http://www.cpgcsa.org
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